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morally bound, for all that!* What he hoped and feared
lit in^ea
at once in those days was a split in7^eaT th he put
His inner unrest grew ceaselessly. On tjie 3^"        *
his dilemma before his enemy of to-morrow^ t^e AT*  been Ambassador, with his usual frankness:      J.   n"™,      t aMsed to take two diametrically opposite courses:    **n*    * side withRussia andFrance unconditionally > ™h*ch the effect of stopping the war, or to declare that we s nmtralinaU circumstances, which would not, however, stop the iww."                                                              -
The German Ambassador attempts to learn from while simultaneously the German Kaiser asks the what are the conditions under which they could guarantee France's neutrality. But the net is now too tightly drawn for the most willing to free himself, and Pateologue is right when he writes: "The hour for calculations, Jor diplomatic tours de force is past. ...Wo personal initiative, no human will could resist now the automatic mechanism of mechanical forces" Pomcare" may wire to the 'King that the three should unite to work together for peace; the King may answer in never so moral phrases; yet both know what this means, and the customary form of words which both use — "Cher et grand ami" — is only half true.
Yes, if Germany would demobilise, England would force her friends to follow suit! But it is too late for that; even if the German Kaiser were persuaded to abdicate, next day his son would jauntily ride in his car into the "great game" of war.
Two more calls come faintly over the Channel to the Kaiser's ear.
"Belgrade is fallen, Serbia is punished, let Austria return now. . . . Only Tour Majesty can do this. . . , God be 'with Tour Majesty now and always. — Daisy."
A second private petitioner, more subtle and more weighty, begs the Kaiser to make some proposal which he can lay before friends in Petersburg and Vienna. * 'Daisy*' is the beautiful English Princess of Pless; the other is Lord Rothschild.
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